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From the Secretary of War
WASHINGTON, May llth, 1865
To Maj. General BUTLEE
THE day on which you left New York last fall after the Presidential election, is referred to as an important date in the investigation respecting Pres't assassination. Will you please telegraph me on what day of the month and week you did leave New York in November last.
EDWIN M. STANTON, Sec. of War
From General Butler
LOWELL, May llth, 1805
Eon. EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
I LEFT New York on the Tuesday morning following the Presidential election, November fifteenth (15) 1864.
BENJ. F. BUTLER
From Colonel Shaffer to General Butler
WASHINGTON, May 14, 1865
DEAR GENERAL: I have been here two days and looked the field all over. Wade told me he had written you. He says that Johnson talks first rate, but don't just say the word. Carter says Stanton told him, Wade, and Chandler that he would resign shortly. I have no doubt this is true. I believe Stanton will quit within 80 days. Sherman will be here Tuesday, and comes to make fight. He cut Halleck dead on his way through Richmond. Halleck wrote and asked him to come to his house. Sherman replied that he did not desire to see him; that he was an assassin, etc. There is fun ahead, and I hope good will come out of the fight. Frank Blair is here, and his ring is pushing him for Sec. of War, but as far as I can learn there is no show for him. King continues to be close to the President. No one appears to have any idea what Johnson will do; as far as I can learn he has scarcely consulted anyone, and is waiting to see what will turn up. Our friends are sanguine that he will do what is wanted soon, but to be frank with you I have no more faith in him than when here before. I don't like the Blairs and King being so close to him. I don't believe he is big enough. There is a determination, however, on the part of our friends to stick and hang until he decided matters for or against them, and I have no doubt